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U.S. Canola Association Applauds USDA for including Spring Canola in Regenerative Biofuel Feedstock Rule
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. Canola Association (USCA) welcomed today’s announcement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that spring canola has been added as an eligible feedstock under the Final Technical Guidelines for the Production of Regenerative Agricultural Biofuel Feedstocks and included in the updated USDA Feedstock Carbon Intensity Calculator (FD-CIC).

The final rule recognizes spring canola as a significant U.S. biofuel feedstock and allows growers to quantify carbon intensity reductions associated with eligible regenerative agricultural practices. USDA added spring canola following public comments and stakeholder engagement, including recommendations submitted by USCA highlighting the importance of canola and the availability of representative data.

"This is a meaningful win for U.S. canola growers and for American agriculture," Dale Flikkema, USCA president, says. "Creating new markets for U.S.-grown crops is exactly what farmers need. It strengthens rural America, supports our domestic renewable fuels industry and benefits our country as a whole. Canola is an important rotational crop that improves soil health and helps reduce dependence on agricultural inputs. UDSA’s recognition reinforces canola's value as a versatile crop that delivers benefits for farmers, consumers and America's renewable energy future."

The rule establishes science-based technical guidelines that allow growers to quantify the carbon intensity of eligible feedstocks using USDA's Feedstock Carbon Intensity Calculator. The resulting carbon-intensity values are expected to play an important role in implementing the federal 45Z Clean Fuel Production Credit once the U.S. Department of the Treasury issues final tax guidance.

While celebrating the inclusion of spring canola, USCA noted that the final rule does not include winter canola. USDA stated that additional research and data are needed on winter canola production systems and that these will be considered in future updates.

"We're encouraged by today's decision, but our work is not finished," Tom Hance, executive director of USCA, says. "Winter canola is an emerging crop for growers across several regions of the country and offers tremendous potential as a low-carbon biofuel feedstock. While we're disappointed it was not included in this rule, we will continue to work with USDA on future inclusion for all canola growers. "

###


USCA works to support and advance U.S. canola production. marketing, processing, and use through government and industry relations. Since its establishment in 1989, the association has helped canola grow from virtually zero to over 2.6 million acres in the United States. 
To learn more about USCA, go to: www.UScanola.com
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