April 12, 2019

Senator Kyrsten Sinema

United States Senate

317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sinema:

We, the undersigned organizations, are deeply concerned about the growing number of state-mandated
warning labels and disclosure requirements being imposed on a range of consumer products. We
request your assistance and leadership on federal legislation to address this growing patchwork of state
laws that will continue confusing the consumer and directly impact interstate commerce.

Our respective industries are committed to providing meaningful transparency to consumers. However,
states and localities have either implemented or are readily proposing dozens of ingredient disclosure
and/or warning label requirements related to food, beverages, agriculture, and other consumer
products that may be based on limited or insufficient information.

States do not uniformly have the scientific capacity and robust infrastructure to ensure adherence to the
highest standards of scientific integrity and risk analysis when establishing their own content disclosure
or ingredient warning label requirements. These state labeling proposals and enacted legislation
especially affect industries that have a significant economic footprint in Arizona, including the
manufacturing, agriculture and food and beverage industries.

For example, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals recently blocked a 2015 San Francisco ordinance that
requires advertisers of sugar-sweetened beverages to post health warnings, arguing that the warning
conflicts with statements by the Food and Drug Administration. Despite this ruling, similar proposals
have been introduced in Hawaii, Massachusetts, New York and Baltimore, Maryland. Legislation has also
been introduced in other states that would impose additional labeling and disclosure requirements on a
variety of products, from cell phones to multivitamins.

Now is the time to establish a federal, science-based solution. State- and locally-mandated labeling
schemes that require unjustified warning labels on every day products (including caffeine, aloe vera and
clothing) damage consumer confidence, hinder interstate commerce, and often disparage new science
and technology.

This important issue needs a timely solution before a patchwork of labeling schemes causes additional
burdens for Arizona farmers, small businesses, retailers and manufacturers. On behalf of a coalition
representing over 90 national, state and local organizations, we urge you to be the lead Democratic
cosponsor on a bill that will establish a federal standard for labeling and disclosure requirements. Such a
solution will ensure that consumers will have appropriate, meaningful information based on a credible,
scientific standard when making purchasing decisions.

Sincerely,
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